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Abstract

This study aims i) to investigate the traditions and processes of implementation as
well as the changes of ‘Khatam Quran’ ritual of Muslim communities in five Southern border
provinces, i) to examine its development affecting the relationship of Muslims in the
communities of five Southern border provinces, iii) to study problems and resolutions
regarding ‘Khatam Quran’ ritual in the present time and iv) to propose ways in the
conservation promotion and development of traditional values of the ritual in the areas
based on religious premises.

The findings show as follows:

The tradition of implementation of the ‘khatam Quran’ ritual was originated and
created by the community itself to encourage Muslims in the area to emphasize on the
importance of reading Al-Quran. It is because previously Muslims in Southern Thailand
rarely pay attention to reading Al-Quran as well as Quranic recitation. Therefore, one of the
strategies in motivating them to involve with Al- Quran is to reward them by holding an
activity of the success celebration after finishing reading the Holy book. More importantly, it
is an indicator of thankfulness to the Al- Mighty God that provides them the success.
However, there are no fixed processes of the ritual depending on Quranic teachers, for
instances, reading or reciting whatever their teachers impose and reading following the
teachers. Mostly, learners are asked to read or recite from Surah Wadduha (Wadduha
chapter) down to Surah Fatihah (Fatihah chapter) followed by addressing Du-a (praying
speech) for the sake of Allah’s Barokat (God’s auspiciousness and blessings) and ended by
Nasihat (religious reminding speech) and encourage other learners to keep on reading Al-
Quran till the end of the book. For the changes of the ritual, it can be seen that people
attempt to pass on that ritual to next generations but deviated in terms of implementation

processes based on different settings and contexts.

For the ritual development, it affects relationship building in the community and
indicates good collaboration and the people’s mind of sympathy and caring particularly
among relatives and villagers. Moreover, the people not only show congratulatory speeches
to the ‘Khatam Quran’ learners, but also illustrate the unity and socialization among
themselves. However, recently, ‘khatam Quran’ ritual seems to gradually disappear due to
new ways of lives of new generations and the change of globalization that make people
prioritize themselves and rarely care much about the relationship among neighbours.
However, ‘Khatam Quran’ is one of the local rituals that build a good relationship among
villagers and parents’ intangible values in the community. Also, it is a social platform
exchanging awesome ideas among children and youths themselves and group cooperating

activities in merit- making, eating celebration (Nuree making) and praying recitation (Du-a).



The problems regarding ‘Khatam Quran’ ritual are found that local Muslims both
parents and children in the community do not emphasize on it. Certain parents tend to
ignore the ritual as well as having a viewpoint of implicit and unclear religious evidence. As a
result, they appear to discourage their children and try not to join such a community ritual.
However, the most important thing in the development of ‘Khatam Quran’ ritual is trying to
view through the benefit of the community, being confirmed by religious evidence and
cooperative solving for every single member in the community to support and encourage
their children to read Al- Quran as a daily basis.

Consequently, the important ways in conservation promotion of ‘Khatam Quran’
ritual are parents and guardians encouraging their children to love Al- Quran and read it
regularly. Moreover, community and government sectors should take part in supporting the
activities regarding motivation building in the ritual because Quran is regarded as the way of
life of Muslims and the constitution of Islam. The present study implies that the tradition of
‘Khatam Quran’ can improve and develop the patterns of activities applicable with religious

pillars explicitly and adaptable with current affairs.
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